330.   NOT EVEN HALF-MAST
The perplexity of No-changers continues unabated. Some of
the best among them, those whose advice and co-operation I value
above everything else, are bewildered. They feel that I have pro-
bably given up even lifelong principles for a patchwork. One such
communication I quote below:
You are reported to have said that not having the power to give
battle to the Swarajists immediately, you are forbearing, marking time.
But why thus? The cause of truth and non-violence demands that you
keep the flag flying for us collectively outside the Swaraj Party and the
Congress, in no spirit of hostility to anybody, even as Mohammed did.
His followers dwindled to three depending upon the holy God's strength.
Personally you undoubtedly gain by surrendering and helping opponents,
but the cause suffers irretrievably when non-co-operators are neither asked
nor allowed to hoist the flag collectively. No spiritually-minded man can
take interest in politics which neither promotes nor draws sustenance from
truth and non-violence. No strategic unity will attract Gods because fight
with the Government then becomes immoral. Further, under the Swarajist
regime there will be nothing to purify the criminal tendencies of impatient
idealists as under your previous regime of high moral idealism and spiritual
endeavour. Now utter futility and blank despair will stare them in the
face.
The friend represents a large body of non-co-operators. He
himself was attracted to the struggle because of its spiritual nature.
I have therefore carefully read the message more than once. My
hope is that he has formed judgment on garbled, even misleading,
reports of my speeches. He was not present at the Conference.
He was not in Bombay, It is most difficult to follow any movement
merely from newspaper reports. I have not seen the report to
which the friend makes reference. The expression "giving batte
to the Swarajists"> torn from its context, may bear a meaning op-
posite to the one intended by me, Let me explain: I cannot give
battle to the Swarajists, if they mkunderstand me, if No-changers
do not understand the spirit in which a battle of non-violence
conceived in a humble spirit can be offered* if the Government
takes of such a battle advantage not contemplated by me, or if the
atmosphere required for it is waathxg. What has happened in fact
is that all these things have more or less come about. Let it be
further remembered that with me the safety of the cause has not